BUILDING INSPIRATION ON A GRAND SCALE

Above:

Building contractor,
R.W. Armstrong
& Sons, rebuilt the
significant North
Wing and carried
out extensive
renovations to this
mid to late
Victorian era
Grade II* listed
country home.

Building contractor R.-W.

Armstrong & Sons rose to

the challenge in
undertaking a truly inspiring grand
project, not least the huge extension
rebuilt to restore the home to how it
was originally constructed in 1885.
Moreover, the end result is homage
to the determination and vision of
its owners and the thousands of
hours of skilled craftsmen over the
past five years, who have
meticulously and sometimes
painstakingly, worked on rebuilding
and restoring this entire Victorian
country estate.

Set in 130 acres of Surrey
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countryside, this Grade II* listed
property was bought by its current
owners in 2004, who took time to
research into its history. On finding
the original architect’s, the notable
J-M. Brydon, hand drawings and
sketches showing the house as it
was originally built, they knew it
was only right to restore the house
to its former glory.

Director for Armstrong’s, Stuart
Pearson, explained, “In the 1950’s
the entire North Wing was
destroyed by fire and in the years
that followed, what then remained
was somewhat crudely updated with
many of the high Victorian interior

and exterior styles, and finishes,
buried or badly deteriorated”

“The clients wanted work to start
with the restoration of the existing
house, primarily so that the young
family could move in and live there
during the North Wing extension.
This proved to be a huge
undertaking to rebuild and achieve
the finish they wanted creating a
seamless look between old and new,
both inside and out”

The clients appointed renowned
architect, lan Adam-Smith of Fine
Town & Country House
Commissions, and planning began
for the major phases of the work.

R.W. Armstrong & Sons, a
traditional builder with over 50 years
experience in the restoration and
renovation of country houses, was
contracted early in 2004 when work
started on the first phase to restore
the existing house.

Armstrong’s site manager John
Scannelli, who has worked on the
project on a day-to-day basis for the
last five years, recalls the intricate
work and high quality craftmanship
in the first restoration phase:

“Our joiners and polishers spent
hundreds of hours on site and in our
workshop matching old and new
sections to perfection. The music

room, dining room and grand
entrance hall illustrates some of the
fine bespoke joinery and finishes we
achieved”

Another intensive part of the
restoration involved the detailed
fibrous cornicing, and taking up all
of the laminate floors to uncover
and restore the original parquet and
marble tiled floors. John remembers:
“It would take us around a day to
complete a 1ft x 1ft area of the
parquet flooring. To restore or
replace pieces of wood and then
to stitch them in to create an exact
replica of the complex pattern of
the original, of which only a tiny
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Intricate carvings,
curved wooden
arches, spindles and
wall panelling were
matched and
restored to their
former glory in the
music room,
hallway and
staircase.
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reference area was still intact in the
hallway”

The first phase was completed by
Christmas 2004, after which work
started on the vast rebuilding of the
replica of the original North Wing.
Completed in 2007, the seamless
finish between the two parts is
extremely impressive.

“We are delighted with the end
result of the entire house, it is
finished to exacting standards and
to minute detail as understandably
expected by the client,” says
Armstrong’s director Stuart Pearson.

“A lot of the rooms required high
level skills with particular finishes
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oval panelled
Breakfast Room
expertly crafted

by R.W. Armstrong
& Sons own joinery
workshop.

which paid meticulous attention to
the original exterior and interiors
styles found in the sketches. The
work was labour intensive, we had
on average around 25 craftsman
working on site every day during the
two and a half years it took to
complete the extension”

The finished North Wing
extension almost doubles the size
of the existing house. It is comprised
of numerous rooms over three

72 | Listed Heritage Magazine May/June 2009

floors, with many notable features
such as elaborate stone entrance
porch, prominent chimneystacks,
a unique Belvedere Tower and
intricate brickwork. Armstrong’s
used over 40,000 bricks in the
rebuild, made of a special blend of
new brick to match in with the old
house. In fact, Armstrong’s
manufacturer actually now carries
“The Blend” as part of its standard
range!

“The joinery for the new oval
breakfast room was another example
of specialist craftsmanship only
learnt through years of experience.
It involved making oval curved
wooden arches and panelling to
follow the contours of the room.
In addition, all of the sash and bay
windows were made to match the
original style and sizes. This
included the replacement of the
huge bay window in the music




Top:

A new pool and
pool pavilion built
in high Victorian
style.

Bottom:

The replica of the
North Wing blends
with the existing
home, and almost
doubles the size.

room which took nearly four weeks
to make in our workshop and then
the same time again to fit on site,”
says Armstrong’s site manager John
Scannelli.

The size and scale of the project
also bought many unique building
challenges, such as the Belvedere
Tower which was built on the
ground and then lifted in by
crane to the top of the North Wing.
A delightful courtyard is also
secretly hidden in the middle of
the house.
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The new Belvedere
Tower being lifted
on top of the North
Wing.

The replica of the
significant North
Wing in progress.

Further phases of this grand
project following the extension
included the building of an outdoor
pool and striking Victorian style
pavilion, with own kitchen and
shower rooms. Contact Information:

Finally the extensive landscaping
with formal lawns, walled gardens,
gazebos, ponds and fountains,
provided the finishing touches and
a stunning setting for this impressive
country estate.

Stuart Pearson, Director

R-W.Armstrong & Sons
Armstrong House, Aldermaston Road
Sherborne St John, Basingstoke
Hampshire RG24 97
Tel: 01256 850177
www.rwarmstrong.co.uk
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